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BRITISH VISITO 


ee 


MISS MARY SUTHERLAND, 


Chief Woman Officer of the 
British Labor Party, who was in 
eastern Canada last week on 
invitation of the C.C.F. She 
had previously addressed meet- 
ings of the United Nations Com- 
mittee on the Status of Women. 


There was a time, not much 
more than a dozen years ago, 
when young Canadians who had 
huddled in a corner of a boxcar 
all night, crawled out on col 
mornings to make their way to 
porridge kitchens where they could 
get a bowl of mush and skim milk. 
Later it was better organized than 
that. Scientists were set to work 
to find out how many calories a 
fellow had to have to keep alive 
and a relief budget was worked 
out on that basis. But that was 
for families. For the young men, 
the “single unemployed’, there 
were concentration camps in the 
mountains where the boys got 
twenty cents a day to build roads. 
And in between they were given 
tickets for what came to be known 
as ‘two meals and a flop’? The 
meals were those available in the 
cheapest eating joints and the 
“flop” was a cot in a cheap room- 
ing house shared by others of the 
unwanted host. Once a week they 
lined up at the relief office for 
their tickets. It was a sorry sight, 
one that should haunt every decent 
man or woman who saw it. It’s 
the sort of thing one should like 
to forget. But I don’t want to 
forget it. Not while there is any 
chance of it happening again. 

. > nn, a 

There arose in those days in 
the province of Alberta a voice 
which condemned with searing 
and eloquent words the conditions 
which then existed. ‘'Godless ma- 
terialism’”? was one of the terms 
the voice used to condemn an eco- 
nomic system which had put one- 
e'ghth of the Canadian population 
on a humiliating. dole and held 

(Continued on Page &). 


OTTAWA (CPA) — “The 
only policy that can keep 
people well-fed in periods of 
Scarcity is a planned system 
of controls, subsidies and ra- 
tioning,” Miss Mary E. Suth- 
erland, Chief woman officer 
of the British Labore Party, 
told an Ottawa audience on 
January 26th as she quoted 
British food prices which 
sharply contrasted with run- 
away prices in Canada and 
the United States. 


Bacon sells at less than 40c a 
pound in Britain—about half its 
price in Canada, where it is pro- 
duced. 4 : 

Butter sells at about 30c a 

pound. 

Cheese sells at 17¢ a pound. 

Eggs are 8 for 10c. 

Bread—from Canadian wheat— 

is 20c for a 4-lb. loaf. 

The Privileged Class of British 
children get 3 eggs a week; heavy 
laborers get extra rations also, 
and & normal adult (Miss Suther- 
land described herself as a “nor- 


(Continued on Page 8) 


JOHN DUBETA, 
CCF. NOMINEE, 
FOR REDWATER 


“This convention is typical of 
the spontaneous uprising against 
the present Aiberta government 
that is taking place all over the 
province”, said Elmer E. Roper, 
M.L.A., provincial leader of the 
C.C.F., in addressing the nom- 
inating convention for the con- 
stituency of Redwater on Satur- 
day. 

The convention was represen- 
tative of every part of the con- 
stituency as delegates packed the 
National Hall at Smoky Lake to 
choose a C.C.F. candidate and 
launch their campaign to elect him. 

John Dubeta, of Radway, was 
the unanimous choice of the 
convention as other nominees 


(Continued on Page 7) 


But It Costs $ 
For Butter, 


OTTAWA (CPA)—“While Mr. 
Abbott’s tax reductions in his 
last budget were greeted with 
cheers—with the excess profits 
taxpayers the biggest cheer lead- 
ers—the government policy in re- 
moving price conttol .has more 
than wiped out that slight relief,” 
Gladys Strum (C.C.F., Qiv’Ap- 
pellesWolsey) declared in the 
Throne Speech debate on Jan. 
29th in the House of Commons. 


Mrs. Strum estimated that 
an average family of five might 
‘have had their tax gut by $63 
last yoar. But, taking only two 
items of food, milk and butter, 
in the amounts declared neces- 
sary for health by the Toronto 
Welfare Council, Mrs. Strum 


BACKS “KITCHEN. | - 


RIDICULES OTTAWA 
PROBE OF PRICES 


OTTAWA (CPA) — “Since 
we decided to give free  pri- 
vate enterprise its head, 
prices in this country have 
gone up like a thermometer in a 
chinook wind,’’? Wm. Irvine (C.C.F. 
Cariboo) told the House of Com- 
mons on Jan. 28th as the debate 
was resumed on the Throne Speech 
and on the amendment by M. J. 
Coldwell, moved during the early 
part of the session in December, 
which condemned the government 
for failing to use its price control 
powers. 

“There are kitchen economists 
in Canada who know the price 
situation far more intimately tlran 
do the government statisticians,” 
Mr. Irvine said. “They have be- 
come very well acquainted with it 
as they struggle to balance the 
monthly budgets for their fam- 
ilies... 

“There are sharply divided 
viewpoints in this House: there 
are the three parties who believe 
that price control is incompatible 
with free private enterprise and 
therefore oppose controls, and 
there is the C.C.F. which holds that 
price control is a necessary part 
of a planned economy... . 

: People Want Controls 

“But while this difference of 
opinion exists in Parliament, 76% 
of the Canadian people according 

(Continued on Page 3) 


105.77 Mor 
Milk for Family 


showed that the same average 
family is paying $76.65.a year 
more for milk and $29.12 a 
year more for butter. “The re- 
‘moval of subsidies and controls 
_on these two items alone have 
cost the average family 
$105.77," Mrs. Strum empha- 
(Continued on Page 6) 


Ottawa Turns Down 
Saskatchewan Plea: 


For -Rental Control 

REGINA (CPA)—-The fedesal 
government ‘has turned down a 
‘request by Saskatchewan for ex- 
tension of commercial rental con- 
jtrols beyond March 9, 
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Action Now 


By DORIS FRENCH 

OTTAWA (CPA) — “The 
people of Canada don’t want 
Mr. King’s committee of en- 
quiry; they want price con- 
trols and subsidies. 
the Government insists on this 
committee, then give it the 
job first of all of examining 
the question of controls, and 


#sPEOPLES WEEKLY 


$2.00 Per Year; 3 Years $5.00 


A 


MOVES C.C.F. AMENDMENT 


But if| | 


let it report back to the House |-@ 


in three weeks, not in six 
months or a year”’. : 
That was the substance of 
Stanley Knowles’ sub-amend- 
ment as he offered it to the 
House of Commons Tuesday. 
The C.C.F. fight to restore 


family income to a decent level |’ 


had to wait, under parliamentary 
rules, while Prime Minister King 
put forward a resolution for a 
“fact-finding committee’, solemn- 
ly telling the House: that the “full 
| glare of publicity is more effec- 
tive than penalties; it is abhorred 
above everything else by mean in- 
dividuals who are following an 
anti-social end’’. 
Double Talk 

The third party had to wait 
again while the official opposition 
Conservatives spoke through John 
Bracken, tacking to the resolu- 


Canada Spends 


PEL oe 


STANLEY KNOWLES, 


member of Parliament for Win- 
nipeg North Centre, who. told 
the House that the people didn’t 
want Prime Minister King’s 
committee of inquiry; they 
wanted price controls and sub- 

sidies. - 
hon td oh a UN 
tion an amendment full of double- 
talk; an amendment which still 
refused to commit the Tory party 
on the subsidy issue, and com- 
pletely avoided mention of price 
control. 

M. J. Coldwell, C.C.F. Na- 
tional Leader, followed with a 
blunt challenge to the Govern- 

(Continued on Page 8) 


$50 Million U.S. Dollars 
To Buy Coal Across Line 


OTTAWA (CPA)—While Ca-% 


nadian people are being asked to 
suffer shortages due to inflation- 
ary consequences of Mr. Abbott’s 
“austerity program,’ nothing is 
being done to develop our basic 
industries, coal and steel, and the 
result is increasing dependence on 
the United States, Clarie Gillis 
(C.C.F., Cape Breton South) 
charged in Parliament on January 
27th. 
| “T understand that the minister 
of reconstruction intends to stand 
Canada on its feet as a nation in 
competition with the United 
States. No nation can stand on 
its own feet unless it has control 
of its own basic economic indus- 
tries.” 
Not Developed 

“There is in Canada a potential 
supply of coal as great as that iu 
the United States, but nothing is 
being done to develop it. In fact 
the reverse is true. For the last 
six or seven years the Canadian 
coal industry has shrunk greatly. 


“Tl should Like to remind the 
minister of finance that of that 
. 300 million American dollars 
that he borrowed, approximate- 
ly $50,000,000 will be spent in 
buying coal from the United 
States. The interest on that will 
be about $1,500,000. 

“Te we were taking at least the 
amount of the interest we are to 
pay on this loan, and putting it 
into various sections of Canada to 
make a start at developing our 


coal industry, I would be prepared 
to back this measure of the minis- 
ter’s. 

“And what is happening to our 
steel industry? Unless the gov- 
ernment is prepared to take dras- 
tic steps to break the stranglehold 


(Continued on Page 6) ~ 


NICE BOOST FOR 
THE RADIO FUND 


Things are definitely beginning 
to look brighter for the Radio 
Fund with a total of $127.17. re- 
ported this week. At this rate it 
won’t take long to catch up on 
the deficit which has been a source 
of worry to the Radio Fund Com- 
mittee for the past few weeks. 

If you like the five-minute radio 
talks which are given on four Al- 
berta stations, the very best way 
of showing your appreciation is 
to sit down now and address an 
envelope to the C.C.F. office en- 
closing that contribution which 
you have always intended to send. 

Grateful acknowledgment _ is 
made of the following contribu- 
tions: 

J. A. Jenson, $2.00; Mrs. U. 
Powell, $2.00; C. H. Snell, $5.00; 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Dicconson, $2.00. 
Mrs. Price, $1.00; Mrs. E.” C. 
Tabraham, $1.00; Mrs. Irma. Tree, 
$1.00; Mrs. Eric Thorne, $1.00; 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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OUR SHAMEFUL MENTAL HOS 


(TALS 


By D. M. Le BOURDAIS 


ANADIAN Mental 
tals, containing over fifty 
thousand men and women, 
are among the most archaic 
features of our social system. Out- 
moded twenty years ago, they were 
financially starved through the de- 
pression, resulting in a situation 
which grew worse during the war, 
until today their condition is noth- 
ing less than shameful. This state- 
ment will be challenged, I know 


as being too sweeping, too 
extreme; but [ am confident 
that an impartial investiga- 
tion into the condition of 


the mental hospitals in most of the 
nine provinces would bear out my 
statement, I don’t expect, how- 
ever, that any such investigation 
will ba made. It is easier to call 
me a2 liar and a scaremonger; to 
declare, as one provincial minister 
of henith has already done, that 
my statements are “lurid and sen- 
sational,” 

‘Since, in their wisdom, the 
Fathers of Confederation provided 
that health should be a matter of 
provincial concern, Canadian men- 
tal patients are left to the tender 
mercies of nine governments who, 
between them, maintain or other- 
wise contribute to the support of 
some thirty odd institutions. 

In the Maritimes 

Nova Scotia owns only one 
which contains about 500 patients. 
consisting of some whose prognosis 
is favorable and the rest made up 
of patients whose condition is 
greatly disturbed. Other mental 
patients, numbering three times as 
many as those in the provincial 
institution, are herded into county 
poor houses, which have been de- 
nounced time after time, but are 
still in use. 

New Brunswick also has but one 
mental hospital, and it has been 
condemned a number of times. In- 
dicative of the treatment which it 
provides is the fact that patients, 
including little children, are regu- 
larly strapped to benches. 

Quebec 

Quebee is the only province in 
which the mental hospitals are not? 
owned and operated by the govern- 
ment. Those for Catholics are 
owned by religious orders; and the 
government appoints the medical 
superintendents, as well as 
paying a fixed daily sum per 
patient, Protestants, including 
allo non-Catholics, ore cared 
for at the Verdun Mental 
Hospital, which jis operated by a 
private corporation. Its chief of- 
ficers are appointed by the govern- 
ment and it also receives a per 
capita grant. All Quebec mental 
hospitals are overcrowded — and 
understaffed, insofar as trained 
personnel jis concerned. For ex- 
ample, the largest Canadian mental 
hospital is in Quebec, near Mont- 
real, containing over 6,200 
patients; yet, a year ago, it had a 
staff of only twenty psychiatrists. 
employed on a part-time basis. It 
can readily be seen that very few 
of its thousands of patients can 
receive any attention from a 
psychiatrist. 

Ontario 

Ontario has fourteen institutions 

located in different parts of the 
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Hospi- | 


in the Canadian Forum 


Mr. Le Bourdais was for sin 
years Director of the Division 
of Education for the National 
Committee for Mental Hygiene 

(Canada) ° 


won ay 
province. Like most others in Can- 
jada, they are overcrowded and 
understaffed, although perhaps not 
in all cases to the same extent as 
some hospitals in some of the other 


|done for years, and consequently 
|inany of the institutions are great- 
ily out of date. The Toronto hos- 
pital was built over a hundred 
| years ago and is still in use; that 
at Kingston was built in 1854; 
and the London hospital, built in 
1870, was condemned by a Royal 
Commission in 1930, but is still 
taking in patients. 

Manitoba has two overcrowded 
and understaffed hospitals. The 
medical superintendent of one of 
these reported that his institution 
was so overcrowded that adequate 
care could not be given to patients. 
That was three years ago, but 
practically nothing has been done 
in the interval to improve the con- 
dition then complained of. As 
usual, the war is made the scape- 


| goat, 


Free in Saskatchewan 
Perhaps the greatest overcrowd- 
ing in any Canadian mental hospi- 


tal existed in the Weyburn hospital 
in Saskatchewan up to a year ago, 
the culmination of twenty years of 
neglect. At that time the hospital 
contained six hundred children who 
should never have been there at 
all, and against whose presence 
social workers and others had been 
complaining for years. 

The Douglas government, 
however, has taken hold of ‘the 
situation in a determined man- 
ner. Its first step. was to make 
mental hospitals free to all pa- 
tients; then the children were 


evacuated from Weyburn to a 
plnce especially prepared for 
| them; and a_ new hospital -is 
| planned for Saskatoon. 


Alberta 


In Alberta, the mental institu- 
tions ure at present under investi- 
gation by the National Committee 
for Mental Hygiene (Canada) and, 
pending conclusion of the investi- 
gation, I do not feel that I should 
be justified in commenting on con- 
ditions in that province. 


British Columbia 

British Columbia has one main 
mental hospital — at Essondale, 
near New Westminster. It, too, is 
creatly overcrowded and, although 
commendable steps have been taken 
since the end of the war to build 
up the staff, it is still understaffed. 
The government, however, is taking 
a realistic attitude toward the 
problem and seems intent upon 
doing its utmost to make up for 
past failure. This is reflected in 
the attitude of the staff, and one 
concludes a visit at Essondale with 
the feeling tha although conditions 
are by no means ideal, hope can 
be had for British Columbia. Ex- 
cept in Saskatchewan, cone does 
not have such a feeling in any 
potter province. : 

Get What We Pay For 
Why is it, one may ask, that 


Quality -Service-Price |conditions are so uniformly bad? 


May it not be that the critic has 


ai too high a standard, one which it 


lis possible to satisfy? That ques- 
itiod ean be answered simply and 
conclusively. While money is not 
everything, it is important; and 
without sufficient money adequate 
treatment and care are not possible 

In 1946, the average cost of 
maintaining a mental patient in 
/Canada was $1.06 per day. When 
that is understood, it is amazing 
{that conditions are not much worse 
than they are. Tke- cost of run- 
mirc oa general hospital is from 
|$2.40 to $6.00 a day per-patient, 
|while in hospitals operated by the 
| Department of Veterans’ Affaire 
|the cost runs from $3.68 at West- 
{minster Hospital, London, to $9.28 


;der patient per day at Christie 


‘Street Hospital, Toronto. 


— 
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In other words, we are getting 
in the way of treatment and care 
for our mentally sick exactly what 
we pay for it. In fact, we. probably 
fet more because in many cases 
men and women work under most 
discouraging conditions at salaries 
much lower than they could get 
elsewhere. In some cases; they 1e- 
main in the service purely out of 
a sense of duty. 


Operating on such a slim budget, 
it is necessary for the provincial 
health departments to run their 
institutions on a mass-production 
basis: huge groups of buildings, 
packed from basement to attic. The 
salary-list provides for so few 

. : Xx . 
psychiatrists, nurses, social work- 
ers, occupational therapists, recrea- 
tional aids, physiotherapists, and 
others, that not many of the 
patients can get any personal at- 
tention, which is of primary im- 
portance with mental patients. 

Then, in most cases, those who 
come in contact with the patients, 
all day and ail night, are untrained 
and poorly paid attendants. They 
often tend to become careless and 
callous; and a_ disproportionate 
percentage of actual sadists are 
likely to collect among them. ‘tiven 
overcrowding, shortage of staff, 
and patients left almost entirely in 
the care of such attendants, and 
anything can—and does—hanpen, 
up to and including manslaughter, 
although most of it is not recog- 
nized: as such. 

It is not unusual to see patients 
with black eyes and broken bones 
which, the visitor is always told, 
were caused by another patient. 
This, quite often, is probably true; 
but in too many other cases the 
injury is due to the brutality of an 
attendant. In such circumstances, 
it is hard to place the blame. As 
one superintendent said to me: “I 
don’t know what goes on _ behind 
those doors: { try to find out, but 
they (the attendants) gang up on 
me.” 

Assuming, now, that the money 
were forthcoming, is there any 
hope for the average patient? The 
answer is yes. Even as matters 
stand, about sixty per cent of those 
who enter a mental hospital re- 
cover wholly or in part. This is 
advanced by apologists for the 
mental hospitals as evidence that 
the hospitals are doing a good job; 
but it can be said in reply that 
most of these would have jot better 
just as quickly if they had been 
cared for somewhere else. 


The Other 40% 


. It is the other forty per cent 
who accumulate in the institutions, 
filling their back wards with those 
for whom there is little hope. 
Could anything be done for these 
if more money were available, and 
the best possible facilities were 
provided? 


Many Could Be Cured 


The answer again is yes. During 
the past twenty years new treat- 
ments have been devised which, if 
facilities’ Were available for their 
use, would make it possible to dis- 
charge many more patients than 
can now be done. Dementif@ praecox 
is responsible for about forty per 
cent of all mental cases; and for 
this disease insulin shock is, where 
properly used, proving quite effec- 
tive. For another type of patient, 
electric shock provides’ much hope. 
These treatments are both on the 
physical _ side. Psychotherapeutic 
treatments previously in use are, 
in many cases, still effective and 
should be used in conjunction with 
ind in addition to the newer ones. 
It is now safe to say that if 
adequate’ provision were made 
for the treatment of every men- 
tal patient by the most appropri- 
ate form of therapy, the pres- 
ent huge institutions could be 
abolished within a reasonably 
short while. Mental hospitals 
would still be needed, but they 

| could be hospitals in the fullest 
sonse of thé ferm, and the total 
of their inmates would be very 
|’ much less than the present total. 
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New Zealand One Of Most 


By MAURICE KITCHING, 


Fortunate Places In World 


€PA Correspondent 
WELLINGTON, N.Z.—As 1948 'ds for a large three-bedroom house 


comes round, heralding the 13th 
consecutive year of Labor admin- 
istration, New Zealand is one of 
the most fortunate places in the 
world. Its troubles are insignific- 
ant besides those of most other 
countries. 

New Zealand today, under an 
administration whose object is the 

greatest good for 
the greatest num- 
is a_land of 
plenty of 
» plenty of 
plenty of 
: And it’s a 
land of controlled, 
reasonable prices. 
& Farms and_ fac- 
mtories are setting 
new production rec- 
ords. Costs have risen but a sen- 
sible system of price control, be- 
gun during the war and _ since 
made an integral part of the na- 
tional life, prevents profiteering. 

The only rationing is of butter, 
meat, tea and sugar. It is hoped to 
de-ration tea and sugar soon; but 
butter. and meat will be restricted 
in quantity to the people of one 
of the world’s greatest butter and 
meat producing countries as long 
as Britain is in need of those foods. 

Reasonable Property Prices 

Laws against land-sharks have 
kept property prices within rea- 
sonable bounds; there is an offi- 
cially authorized ceiling price for 
all transactions, and fines and jail 
sentences are handed out to per- 
sons caught in “under the table” 
deals. 

Rents are also controlled, and 
tenants fully protected. The ex- 
tensive state rental-housing sys- 
tem leads the way with rents- 
ranging up to slightly over 40 
shillings a week (about $7). This 


set in its own grounds, 

There are practically ‘ho un. 
employed in New Zealand to. 
day. On the other hand, there 
are 24,000 notified vacant jobs 
waiting for some one to fill 
them. 

The national income, for both 

individuals and companies, js 
climbing year by year. So are the 


number of banknotes in circula. 


tion, 


vestments” on the totalizators at 
the horse-racing tracks. 


“Onward and Upward” 


When Labor took office in 1935, 
the then prime minister, the late 
Michael Joseph Savage, used the 
phrase ‘‘onward and upward.’ It 
has been just that for New Zeal- 
and ever since and it shows no 
sign of stopping. 

The present prime minister of 
New Zealand, the Rt. Hon. Peter 
Fraser, in his New Year’s mes- 
sage to the people said: 

“The ‘abolition of poverty and 
unemployment, ever-present in 
New Zealand in the past, has 
proved to be possible. ... The 
method of achieving a reasonable 
standard of living for everyone 
has been established by the Gov- 
ernment; it is the continuing re- 
sponsibility of everyone to insure 
tts substance by keeping produc. 
tion “high.” 

Prime ‘Minister Fraser also 
made it ‘clear that ‘price ‘controls 
would ‘rémain, because ‘the Gov- 
ernment ‘dées not’ subscribe to the 
view “that ‘the ‘cost of living can § 
be ‘kept: ‘down ‘and: 'the “best inter- 
ests of the people safeguarded by 
the relaxation of stabilization con- 
trols and by trusting to the un- 
restrained higgling and chaos of 
the market.” 


S.C.---Monopoly’s Best Friend 


‘Radio Talk by A.J.E. Liesemer, M.L.A. 


berta sold the oil lease 

rights on two small pieces 
of land for royalties of 70% and 
62142% respectively. That means 
that when these two purchasers 
find oil one will give back to the 
people of Alberta 7 barrels out of 
10, and the other will give back 
5 barrels out of 8. But these are 
only two small pieces of land. How 
much do the people get back when 
the Imperial Oil Co. strikes oil? 
We get back 1 barrel out of every 
8! And the Imperial Oil has hun- 
dreds and hundreds and hundreds 
of acres of oil land. As I have said 
so often, the Social Credit Govern- 
ment only pretends to be a free 
enterprise government. In fact, it 
is the best friend in all of Canada 
of monopoly enterprise. 

Do you remember thc costly 
newspaper advertisements the oil 
industry paid for in the last elec- 
tion to persuade you that more 
money was spent on oil than ever 
was taken out of the ground. They 
tried, and in some cases succeeded, 
in persuading Alberta people that 
the C.C.F. policy of getting the 
value of the people’s oil for the 
people was wrong. And they will 
try again. What is a few thousand 
on newspaper ads compared to mil- 
lions in oil! But this time all the 
people of Alberta know better., 

One of the small purchasers I 
mentioned in the beginning is 
figuring on making a profit when 
he keeps 3 barrels and gives Al- 
berta people 7. Imagine the kill- 
ing that Imperial Oil is making 
when it keeps 7 barrels and gives 
the people 1. 


Their Best Friend 


True, it costs something to ex- 
plore, but the difference between 
a {2%% royalty and 62%% or 
70% .ig so much that they “can’t 
kid anybody eny longer. Once 
more in stating that the oil com- 
panies were growing bloated on 
the people’s wealth and could af- 
ford to pay more, the C.C.F. has 


HE other day the Social 
Credit Government of Al- 


been proven to know what it is 
talking about, and once more the 
Social Credit Government has been 
proven to be a faithful friend of 
the monopolies. 

There are millions and millions 
of dollars worth of oil that belong 
to all of us that is going to con- 
tinue to flow into the greedy re 
servoirs of wealthy monopoly if this 


government remains in office. And- a 


once it goes it is gone forever. 
Millions of your wealth has gone 
forever from Turner Valley. Many 
more millions will go forever from 
Leduc-Calmar if this so-called 
Social Credit Government is not 


| defeated. 


Premier Won't Listen 

What could we people do with 
our millions of dollars of oi] money 
if Social Credit did not give it 
away to the Big Shots? Mr. Roper, 
the C.C.F. Provincial leader, and 
I in the Alberta Legislature tried 
to reduce your taxes by getting 
the province to assume all of the 
provincial share of the cost of old & 
age pensions, mothers’ allowances E 
and other social services and 50% 
of the cost of education. But in 
reply the Premier would only ask 
the question, ‘Where is the money 


to come from?” Mr. Roper gave & 


him the answer—from our great 
natural resources. But Mr. Man 
ning was deaf to this idea. 
Too Little and Too Late 
- After three years effort Mr 
Roper and I did succeed in forcing 
the government to remove from the 
municipalities and cities the three 
mill social service tax on property: 
Again after three years, an 
with future elections in view 
Social Credit gave in to the C.C.F 
and- gave medical service to 0 
age pensioners. But the medical 
aid to the aged in Alberta is 
feeble compared to that given by 
the C.C.F. government in the pool 
er province of Saskatchewan, be 
cuuse Mr. Manning did not knot. 
where the money was coming f rom! 
And again the C.C.F, has beet 


(Continuedon Page 8) 


sOCIAL DIVIDENDS BY THE 
BARREL 


There are plenty of signs that 
election day is not far off in Al- 
berta. And when the date is an- 
nounced by. the government, the 
big issue will be—Oil. Of course 
there will be a tremendous smoke- 
screen rising during the campaign 
to obscure the issue. International 
oil interests have already pur- 
chased two daily newspapers for 
the smudge. All available radio 
time will be bought up for the 
dirtiest red scare campaign you 
have ever witnessed in the history 
of Alberta. The smoke that will 
rise to becloud the real issues will 
be thick black oil smoke that will 
really get in your eye, Because. the 
stakes are high. Oil reserves in 
=i America are rapidly diminishing 
and Alberta has oil, more oil than 
S] you and | realize. 

Well, if you like to play with 
figures here are a few that will 
give you an idea why no money 
will be spared to prevent a C.C.F. 
government from taking power in 
Alberta. | am-not going to argue 
the merits and demerits of the 
C.C.F. provincial oil policy. There 
are arguments for and against it. 
That policy was decided by C.C.F. 
delegates in convention a few 
weeks ago. Until the next conven- 
tion, that is the policy. It is known 
as the checkerboard program for 
oil resources. Which means that 
for every minimum parcel of oil 
rights rented to a private concern, 
a like parcel of oil rights must be 
retained alongside for public de- 
velopment. In effect it means 
that in any proven oil field the 
province would have as many oil 
ei wells draining the pool as the 
fa private companies. At least half 
ki the pool thus, drains into the 
bi public treasury in addition to 
3 1214% from the private wells. 

Take the latest field. at Leduc, 
Fd for example. Its limits are. not 
ki known yet, but the Hon. C. D. 
*) Howe predicted that by next fall 
fa there should be 250-280 wells 
7 draining the pool for the Imperial 
% Oil. Each well on the average. at 
Fi normal flow is estimated to yield 
f4 $200,000 per year. Two hundred 
ke wells would produce 
| dollars per year. On the basis of 
Pa 1216 per cent the public treasury 
FE} would get around five million dol- 
Pi lars. Under the C.C.F. policy half 
ee of it—20 million dollars plus 246 
¢ million dollars from the other half 
j would return to the people, That’s 
He nearly half the provincial budget. 

4, And 22 million dollars per year is 
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ith 1 not hay. In a minimum lifetime of 
_ 1 20 years this runs into. hundreds 
; of millions of dollars. But I am 
nd i figuring only on 200 wells. The 
. d extent of the field may be 400 


wells or more. Besides, other fields 
i may be proven in the meantime. 
| bet Imperial Oil knows some- 
¢ thing about the possibilities. 
Even if the government did not 
enter into production, but sold 
4 their checkerbcarded parcels, it 


That runs into millions. of dol- 
j lars per year. The stakes are. high 
j indeed. The Social Credit govern- 
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TRYING TO SAVE ? ? 


ree Before buying your Suit or Overcoat, 
rty. call ne this store, You will save from. 
and 25 to 60 per cent, on-the dollar! J 
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Compare prices and see. 


OVERCOATS—AII shades, sizes to 50 
lurge, Regular $45.00. 
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40 million’ 


was demonstrated last week that}, 
# Private companies are glad to pay || 
170% royalty in a proven. field, in-|; 
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PEOPLE’S WEEKLY 


NEW ZEALAND LEGISLATIVE 
INDEPENDENCE 

Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: Here is one better than 


"| Alige in Wonderland. New Zealand 


has thrown off the shackles of a 
child’s mentality and has _ pro- 
claimed its adulthood. 

Recently, New Zealand asked for 
complete legislative independence 
and- got it. From London comes 
the report that New Zealand’s re- 
quest—has--been- granted by both 
overseas houses of parliament. New 
Zealand has been granted full 
power to amend its constitution as 
it sees fit. Likewise, Canada should 
do what New Zealand has done. 

Here is the text of the Bill: 

“Whereas provision for the con- 
stitution of New Zealand was made 
by the New Zealand constitution 
act, 1852, and the power to amend 
that act conferred on the parlia- 
ment of New Zealand by the New 
Zealand constitution (amendment) 
act, 1857, was subject to certain 
restrictions therein specified: 

And whereas on the twenty-fifth 
day of November, nineteen hun- 
dred and forty-seven, the parlia- 
ment of New Zealand by an act 
entitled the Statute of Westmin- 


ster adoption act, 1947, adopted 


sections two, three, four, five and 
six of the Statute of Westminster, 
1931: 

And whereas it is provided by 
Section eight of the said Statute 
of Westminster, 1931, that nothing 
in that act shall be deemed to con- 
fer any power to repeal or alter 
the constitution act of New Zea- 
land otherwise than in accordance 
with the law existing before the 
commencement of the said Statute: 

And whereas New Zealand has 
requested and consented to the en- 
actment of this act: 

Now therefore be it enacted by 
the King’s most. Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Tempor- 
al, and Commons, in this present 
parlianient assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows: 

1. It shall be lawful for the 
Parliament of New Zealand by 
any act or acts of that parliament 
to alter, suspend, or repeal, at any 
time, all or any of the provisions 
of the New Zealand constitution 
act, 1849; and the New Zealand 
constitution (amendment) act, 
1857,.is hereby. repealed. 

2. This act may be citied as the 
New Zealand constitution (amend- 
ment) act, 1947.” 

H.S.T. 

Winnipeg. 


ment: has. given our social div- 
idends away to International Oil 
barons. They have sold us down 
the-river. Yes, they have sold your 
grandchildren’s heritage too. They 
propose. to hand over the riches 
of Alberta.to a few wealthy men 
exactly. like the dictators of some 
South American countries have 
done. And we too can revert to 
the status of the peons, doing the 
work. and. watching our social div- 
idends flowing away through the 
pipe-lines which we build for our 
“overalls and snuff", as the lum- 
berjacks. say. : : 

Your move, next, brother, for 
a membership in the C.C.F. 
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The People Speak 


otters to the editor may be published under, a pseudonyn, 

ut in each case the name and address of the writer must be 

forwarded to the editor as evidence of good faith. 

* People’s Weekly takes no responsibility for opinions expressed 

by correspondents and will not publish any letters exceeding 
300 words in length. 
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RITEWAY MACHINE SHOP. © 


PHONE 21265 — EDMONTON 
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ITEMS IN THE NEWS 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: I crave a spot of your 
valued white space in which to com- 
ment, tersely as possible, on the 
following items in the news: (1) 
“Dr. Smit, top-ranking entomolo- 
gist of the Union of South Africa, 
declared that 36,000;000 tons: of 
grains, vegetables and oil seeds 
are lost to the world through in- 


412. 
sects every year, and-that- this 


represents about 50 per cent of 
the food moving in world trade” 
(Headline: ‘Bugs Get Half of The 
World’s Food’); (2) “OSLO (CNS) 
—Meat and delicatessen prices 
have been cut 10 per cent by co-op 
stores in Oslo and its suburbs, and 
private dealers have had to follow 
suit. .. .” 


With regard to (1) I would like 
to point to the fact that a mere 
5 per cent of the world’s- food 
moves across the home borders and 
into ‘world trade’—yet, in terms 
of wheat, the 10 per cent which 
flows into the international market 
sets the price for the 90 per cent 
which is consumed at home! This 
seems to me to be the case. for an 
international wheat agreement 
(dispensing with the aid of the 
food gamblers) at levels fair to the 
consumers but, also, fair to the 
two-thirds of the human family 
at work in the world’s fields? 

As to that co-op item from Nor- 
way: I note with pleasure this 
statement by President Truman 
yesterday, in his message on the 


State of the Union: ‘We also need | 


to improve the means for getting 
farm products ‘into the markets 
and into the hands of consumers. 
Co-operatives which directly and 
indirectly serve this purpose must 
be encouraged—not discouraged.” 


FAIR DEAL. 


Nice Boost for 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Mr. Geo. Brown, $3.00; E. Schur- 
man, $1.00; H. Meyerman, $2.00; 
K. Sivertsen, $1.00; Hay Lakes 
C.C.F. Club, $11.42; E. S. Parson, 
$2.00; T. Weeks, $2.00; M. Bernon, 
$5.00; Dr. H. B. Ness, $6.00; Fritz 
Adamson, $2.00; Mrs. Edna Adam- 
son, $2.00; C. H. Johnson, $1.00; 
T,.C. Pangle, $3.50; Einar A. 
Mortenson, .50. Gilbert Bakken, 
$1.00; C. H. Davis, $1.00; T. Per- 
son, $1.00; Wm. Henn, $1.00; W. 
Graham, $1.00; H. J. W. Lipsett, 
$5.00; Miss Marion McKinley, 
$2.00; A. J. E. Liesemer, $5.00; 
J. S. Davieson, $5.00; John Riddle, 
$2.00; Mr. and Mrs. H. Robinson, 
$2.00; Mr. and Mrs. John Palm, 
$2.00 Oskar Steffensen, $3.00; L. 
Jacobsen, $1.00; Thomas Krogstad. 
$2.00; Edith L. White, $5.00; J. 
R.. McLean, $2.00; Mrs. F. C. 
Shaw, $1.00; A. Matheson, $1.00. 
R. M. Thornton, $2.00; A Friend, 
$1.00; T. J. King, $3.00; L. M. 
Aker, $1.00; T. Partridge, $2.00; 
D. Cameron, $1.00; Mr. and: Mrs. 
J. J. McQuarrie, $2.00; Mrs. G. 
Power, .75; F. Chaple, $1.00; C. 
F. Patterson, $2.00; Geo. H. Berg, 
$5.00; Roy Berg, $5.00; Norman 


Dunn, $2.00; Herman Siegal, $1.00; | 


David Donald, $1.00. 


NS 


A ~_ Bf: tg 
NT SERVICED 


VI 


By H. ZELLA SPENCER 


THINK I told you before that I 

was a subscriber to the Cana- 
dian. Social Crediter. As I said, 
at times it affords amusement, in- 
dignation or information. I am not 
exactly snre in which column to 
allot the following excerpt. 

In big, black headlines appears 
“Government will not sei! CKUA 
says W. A. Fallow.” Then \¢ went 
on to say that Mr. Fallow, Mini- 
ster of Government Telephones for 
Alberta, had exploded the rumors 
to the effect that the Alberta Gov- 
ernment Telephone radio station 
CKUA might be sold to the CBC. 
This pronouncement was made be- 
cause it had been announced that 
the Premier of Manitoba was pre- 
pared to sell the two publicly owned 
Manitoba stations to the CBC. 
Then it continued, “CKUA will not 
be sold. CKUA will remain as the 
voice of the Alberta people. The 
Alberta Government has not now 
or at any time entertained the idea 
of disposing of CKUA.” Said Mr. 
Fallow—again black letters: “If 
the Manitoha stations now owned 
and operated on behalf of the 
Manitoba citizens care to be thrown 
into a broadcasting monopoly, 
CKUA will be unique in that it will 
be Canada’s sole public service 
station operated on a public basis 
for its owners—the Alberta peo- 
ple.” And, continued Mr. Fallow 
in this lofty strain, “We regard 
CKUA as thé last outpost of radio 


Ridicules Ottawa 


(Continued from Page 1) 


to the latest Gallup Poll said em- 
phatically, ‘Give us back price 
controls’. The people are not con- 
cerned with your abstract free 
private enterprise. And they have 
compelled the government by the 
inundation of- their 


to try to appease them. 

“The Official Opposition (Con- 
servatives) must make up their 
minds whether they will present 
an alternative which will stand up 
to the scrutiny of the people in 
the near future.” 

Mr. Irvine saved the best of his 
satiric vitriol for the parliament- 
ary committee on price control 
which Mr.- King recently an 
nounced. would be. established. 

Ridiculous. Attitude 

“When several people are 
drowning in a lake, the govern- 
ment instead of doing anything 
to save them decides to set up a 
parliamentry committee to inves- 
tigate the source of the water. The 
government feels that if we can 
only expose the cause, the natural 
laws will be reversed and the 
water will run up hill and the sit- 
uation will be saved. 

“The government pretends to 
believe that if the Committee 
shows up the activities of the 
profiteers, the profiteers will be so 
ashamed that they will immediate- 
ly cut down their prices to de- 
cent, normal levels.’ 


Van 
tr} 


protests to 
make a few. inadequate gestures 
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freedom in Canada and CKUA 
will stay frex,” 

But I-am left rather wondering 
as to who or what Mr. Fallow 
calls the voice of the people of 
Alberta and who makes the deci- 
sion, 

Most of you know of the work 
of the Alberta Educational Coun- 
cil, a kody composed of some 13 
provincial-wide organizations and 
30 more—local ones.co-onerating 
and working in the interests of 
education. That is is Alberta-wide 
is evidenced if I mention but a 
few of the organigations partici- 
pating: the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association, Alberta School Trus- 
tees Association, Alberta Associa- 
tion of Municipal Districts and the 
various farm organizations of the 
province. Civic and _ educational 
organizations as well have joined 
their efforts including the Alberta 
Association of Home and School 
Associations. These, as I say are 
only a partial list of the co-operat- 
ing organizations. : 

Their first objective was to get 
the provincial government to pay 
at least 50% of the cost of primary 
and secondary education. You may 
also remember that the govern- 
ment in the house labelled this as 
C.C.F. political work and refused 
to meet the request although 
raising education grants to some- 
thing below one-third of the cost. 
And that a Government boasting 


of a six million dollar surplus at 


the end of the fiscal year! 


This year the organization is 
continuing its work and I might 
say workers and officials are 
giving of their time in this work 
which they consider so important 
an undertaking in the interests of 
the young people of the province. 
They are carrying on their cam- 
paign by radio, by films, by the 
press, by issuing bulletins. 

And please note this: Radioysta- 
tions were approached for time. 
One and one only in the province 
could find no space. That one was 
CKUA, “the station preserved for 
the voice of the Alberta peuple.” 
CKUA replied that its program for 
the coming few months is already 
arranged! ; 


OPPORTUNITY 


for a 


Good Education 


is the 


RIGHT 
Of Every Child 


Educational Council urges that 
larger grants from Provincial 
Government should relieve un- 


fair burden on Municipalities. 
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Phone 24259 
HAROLD BOYLE 


Standard Service Station 


TUNE UP ’ 
BRAKES, TIRES, BATTERIES \ 
Our Care Will Save Your Car 
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19169 102nd St. 
DAN CARRIGAN .| 


LABOR DIRECTORY 


Look Here for Information Regarding Officers, Mectings, etc., 
ef Trade Unions and Other Labor Organizations in the Province. 


EDMONTON 


Brewery, Flour, Cereal & Soft Drink 
Workers of America No. 314—Meets 


Avenue, phone 838916; y.- Treasurer, 
J. Flower,, 10882 75th. Street, phone 
71987. Deliveries delegate, J. Lindsay, 
10764 95th. Street, phone 23941, 
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Carpentera. & Joiners. of America Local 
1328, Fdmonton, Alta., 
hood cf—Meeta lst and 8rd Fridays In 
the Labor Temple. ‘President, J. A. 
Logat, 9157 asper Avenue: Fin.- 
Sec'y., L. D. Pollard, 9528 101A Ave; 


United Brother- | Fire Fighters, No. 209, 


S. Smith 
Agent 


Street; Trensurer, J. A. 
11882 95A Street; Business 
J. P. Cragg. Labor Temple. 


Perey Williamson, 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. A. 
c/o G.W.G. Ca., 


International As- 
sociation of—Meets in No. 2 Fire Hall 


Edmonton: Secretary-Treaaurer, 
Young, 12114 Jasper Ave., Edmonton 


President, Tom Steele, 9644 105th St. 
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“POLICE STATE” METHODS 


BOUT the merits of the charges made against the ad- 
ministration of public welfare in Atberta this paper has 
made no comment pending the report of the Royal Commis- 
sion, under the chairmanship of Mr. Chief Justice Howson, 
which is now investigating them. What we believe needs to 
be said will be said, in no uncertain way, at the proper time. 
But the “police state’ methods adopted by the Alberta 
yovernment in its case against the New Liberty magazine 
should cause some concern to those who believe that the right 
to criticize a government is one of the fundamental bases of 
democracy. There must be protection for persons in public 
life against libellous statements contained in newspapers 
and other publications. But there must be protection also 
against methods which could crush out legitimate criticism. 
Following the procedure of the Alberta government it 
would be possible for the government of Nova Scotia, if it 
were criticized by the People’s Weckly, to compel all who 
are connected with this paper to go to Halifax to stand trial 
for libel. The charge might prove to be unfounded when tried 
in the courts but the paper might be bankrupted in the 
process, 

The action of the Alberta government in the New Liberty 
case is strangely reminiscent of the sort of thing that hap- 
pened in pre-war Germany. Alberta policemen are sent by 
the Alberta government to arrest the persons charged with 
libel. Alberta policemen are alleged to have seized the files 
and papers in the publication office. The accused persons have 
their preliminary hearing before a magistrate who is an 
employee of the government making the charges. 

The procedure in the New Liberty case reveals “police 
state” possibilities that need to be watched. 


GETTING TIRED OF IT 


HAT the provincial leader of the C.C.F. has described 

as a “spontaneous uprising” of the people of Alberta 
against the present government is growing in volume and 
vigor. It is being helped along by the government's own 
propaganda which is scarcely distinguishable from that of 
other spokesmen for the interests which are exploiting the 
resources of the province. 

The Social Credit government was elected because in 1935 
it spoke so strongly against the “big shots”. It now is the 
chief apologist for the big shots. 

A government no more than an individual can serve two 
masters. There is a-distinct clash of interests in Alberta. On 
the one side there are the interests which are being given ‘the 
opportunity to exploit the people’s resources in return for a 
pittance. On the other side there are the interests of the people 
themselves. No one can listen to government spokesmen 
without realizing that they speak for the former. 

The Alberta people are not stupid. To try to persuade 
them that the monopolistic corporations who control the oil 
supply of the world are in Alberta to perform a philanthropic 
service for the people of Alberta is to insult their intelligence. 

As the President of the Alberta Farmers’ Union was re- 
ported some time ago to say to a meeting in Calmar, “I’m 
getting sick and tired of hearing government spokesmen 
pleading for the poor oil companies who are making such a 
sacrifice on our behalf’. So are a lot of other people getting 
“sick and tired” of it. 


DO IT NOW 


j IS to be hoped that the urgent appeal of the provincial 


oflice of the C.C.F. for immediate action on the part of 
Alberta members, to renew memberships for 1948 and make 
substantial contributions to the “Victory Fund”, will be 
heeded, Planning of the year’s work and for an almost certain 
election campaign can only be done if the provincial officers 
know what they will have to work with in respect to both 
money and personnel. 

Something more than passive support will be required 


to win an election in Alberta. Already we have an example 


of the sort of thing which may be expected in the way of un- 
limited expenditure of money on behalf of the present gov- 
ernment, Half-hour programs on all the important radio 
stations of the province involve the expenditure of a very 
large sum. What may be expected when the campaign really 
gets under way can only be imagined. That the Liberals will 
spend equal amounts may also be taken for granted. 

The C.C.F. doesn’t expect to be able to match the expen- 
ditures of the other parties. The C.C.F. must depend 
upon the contributions of the people who want a C.C.F. gov- 
ernment. And the people who want a C.C.F. government are 
very different, especially in their ability to make large con- 
tributions to party funds, from some of those who will with- 
hold nothing to keep the present government in office. 

Let your provincial officers know now what they can ex- 
pect of you. As a beginning please don’t delay another day in 
remitting your 1948 membership fee and your contribution 
to the “Victory Fund”, 


COLUMN 


NEUTRALITY ABANDONED 


The Standard, Montreal, 
January 31: 


“Liberals and Progressive Con- 
servatives in Ottawa are watching 
with no little interest and anxiety 
the growing activity of labor in 
politics. The anxiety is caused by 
the fact that the unions are show- 
ing an increasing opposition to the 
older parties. 


“The most stunning blew from 
labor came when the Ontario Fed- 
eration of the Trades and Labor 
Congress of Canada met in Toron- 
to recently. The TLC group passed 
a resolution castigating the two 
older parties as having ‘consistent- 
ly followed the dictates of big 
business.’ It called for support of 
‘only those candidates who have 
proved by their. actions to be 
worthy of labor’s confidence.’ ... 


“As recently as last September 
the Dominion convention of the 
TLC voted against political action 
in favor of any one party. Now 
the most important provincial 
branch of the TLC—-it represents 
150,000 of the 360,000 workers 
in the body—has come out against 
the Liberals and Conservatives. 
The next step, these parties fear, 
is the support of one party—pos- 
sibly the C.C.F. 


“Support by the TLC could 
have a tremendous influence on 
the C.C.F.’s future. In Great Brit- 
ain, New Zealand and Australia 
there are in power Labor parties 
that have close ties with the 0.C.F; 
An important factor in their suc- 
cess has been the almost solid 
backing they have received from 
the trade unions. 


“Until now the split between 
the TLC and the CCL has appeared 
to preclude the possibility of a 
strong, labor-backed party... . 
The actfon of the Ontario Feder- 
ation indicates that this attitude 
may be changing... . 


“But the significant thing is 
that so important a branch of the 
TLC should abandon its political 
neutrality. That it did so at this 
time almost certainly may be at- 
tributed to the rising cost of liv- 
ing. Labor blames this on the gov- 
ernment’s decontrol policy; the 
disavowal of the government party 
is one way of indicating this dis- 
pleasure. . 

“It is far from certain that at 
its convention next fall the cen- 
tral TLC body will take political 
action similar to that of its On- 
tario affiliate. However, TLC’s 
tradition of standing on the politi- 
cal sidelines has been bent, if not 
broken. This opens up possibilities 
that are highly disturbing to Lib- 
erals and Conservatives.” 


* 


PROFITS HIT NEW PEAK 
Labor Statesman, December: 

“Canadian corporations made 
a net profit of $61.00 out of © 
every man, woman and child in 
the country during 1946, com- 
pared with $31.00 per capita 
for 1938, the Dominion’s Bureau 
of Statistics revealed here. The 
1947 total is expected to be 
even higher. 

“The profit. figure, taking a 
total of investment and gross 
corporate profits, was actually 
$3,059,000,000 — one-third of 
the national income in a coun- 
try of .12 million people, 

“The other side of the picture 
showed that real wages of work- 
ers, farmers and salaried people 
had dropped by 8 per ceht since 
1938. Consumers took a beating 
by being able to buy only 66 
per cent of goods and services 
produced, compared to 72 ptr 
cent in 1938. This drop is more 
glaring because output zoomed 
during the eight years. 

“Other official Ottawa releas- 
es said that prices would con- 
tinue to rise at least another 
18 months,” 
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By Their Fruits 


By Jd. P. 


“The Fruit of the Spirit is 
—Good-temper.”  ™ 

S a small town one of the 
residents kept a large wolf- 
hound. To many of the people 
it seemed to be an arrant 
coward for when it was attacked 
by small dogs it invariably turned 
tail and easily ran away from 
them. They changed their opinion 
however when a large quarrelsome 
dog from the country came to town 
and incautiously attacked it. This 
: time there was no 


intruder then and 
there. 

The saying 
that “conscience 
doth make 
of us 
Rall” is a_ well 

recognized truth, 
and it is those that are the most 
conscious of rectitude and strength 
that can preserve a good-tempered 
attitude towards the trials of life. 
This attitude of good-temper is 
conspicuous by its absence among 
the members of the Alberta Gov- 
ernment. Seldom has there been a 
government so resentful of critici- 
sm, so impatient of advice, so in- 
tolerant of control, as the present 
Alberta government. 

- This is an unmistakable sign of 
weakness. Those who are confident 
in their power do not fear attack. 
The wise do not avoid criticism. 
The honest have nothing to lose 
by investigation. This reluctance 
to allow the light of enquiry to 
shine upon all phases of the pro- 
vince’s business, argues for a sus- 
picion that the light might show 


Political 


By J. E. 


Griffin 

up something that would be offen- 
sive to the electorate, and which 
must therefore be suppressed. 

History has shown that by and 
large it is the dictators that most 
fear .criticism and are the most 
intolerant of public control. The 
dictator cannot allow investigation 
because he knows that he secretly 
intends to thwart the people’s will, 
He can only succeed by keeping 
them ignorant of his real inten- 
tions, by the spread of misinforma- 
tion, and by stippressing the truth, 
So too those Governments that take 
the totalitarian line, they cannot 
bear investigation lest something 
offensive to the electorate should 
become known to the public. On 
the other hand governments who 
have nothing to hide have little to 
fear. 

It has been well said that those 
in authority should always be kept 
on the defensive. It is a healthy 
democratic principle that we have 
the duty, and the right, to demand 
a satisfactory explanation for 
every act done by constituted au- 
thority on our behalf. Authorities 
that have carried out our wishes 
will gladly welcome investigation. 
The C.C.F. Government in Sas- 
katchewan has fulfilled every one 
of its nine election pledges, in 
whole or in part. It is glad to be 
questioned because it has the 
answers. 

Can it be because the Alberta 
cabinet has surrendered to the god- 
less materialism of profit-making 
that it so dreads investigation? Is 
this why its huge majority is so 
intolerant of the tiny (in numbers 
only) C.C.F. opposition? And is 
not this intolerant ill-will so evi- 
dent in the Alberta Legislature 
but another fruit in the evil 
harvest of capitalist explcitation? 


Senility 


COOK 


President, Alberta C.C.F. 


fully, gradually and com- 

fortably. Indeed, in good 

health, old age may well be 
a pleasant time, with even tempo, 
leisure to look back over achieve- 
ment, of temporary defeat, a time 
for deep satisfaction and mild re- 
grets. 


S= people grow old grace- 


Some people grow old grudg- 
ingly, jerkily and with irritation. 
, Old age here may 
well be a time of 

eep_ disappoint- 
fment, with disturb- 
jing memories, and 
rankling regrets. 
‘People and experi- 
fences differ. Any- 
how old age comes 
and is coming. 

Governments grow 
old too, and fast. There might well 
be a difference between political 
and biological senility. But there 
seems more of a parallel. Old and 
young alike in Alberta are pres- 
ently: watching the frantic denials 
of loss of vigor, decision, and 
beckoning vision, by an irritated, 
fussy, frustrated group of grop- 
ing administrators, lacking pur- 
pose and plan, sensitive to cen- 
sure, and prone to legal subter- 
fuge. 


Said a young man in a nomin- 
ating convention last week: “The 
Alberta government, like its Sa- 
cial Credit 1935 appeal, is dead, 
but we canngt decently inter it 
until we have the certificate. That 
certificate awaits the next elec- 
tion.’”’? He continued, ‘‘we will write 
the certificate on our ballots and 
pay the funeral costs ourselves. 
Such funeral costs will be cheap 
compared to the cost of the dead 
hand of a doddering administra- 
tion.” 

Away -back inthe halcyon days 
of thosé long Sunday afternoon 
Social Credit bréadcasts, the late 
Mr. Aberhart, replying over the 


air to a letter from a citizen who 
had written to suggest to Mr. 
Aberhart, that if Social Credit 
continued in office for fourteen 
years, as had the U.F.A. govern- 
ment of that day, it, tooy would 
be open to much criticism. 


A Rose By Any Other Name 

The letter had apparently been 
inspired by the extreme language 
of the attacks on the government 
of that day by Mr. Aberhart, Mr. 
Manning, and other speakers on 
the previous Sunday programs. 
Replied Mr. Aberhart, ‘‘it, at least, 
will not  stink.’”? Perhaps ‘de- 
cayed” will-be a better descrip- 
tion of Mr. Aberhart’s govern- 
ment, after 12% years. 

Social Credit Propaganda 

In 1935, the 50 Big Shots, The 
fact that government had not 
met, and was not meeting, the 
challenge of the: depression years; 
the great cultural heritage of the 
people of Alberta, a land of milk 
and honey, was misused, misdirec- 
ted and going to the despoilers of 
the economic liberty of the down- 
trodden, gopher eating, gunny- 
sack covered people of this best 
of all Eden gardens. 


3 Heroes. All 
For you and for me _ would 
Mr. Aberhart and _ his: colleagues 
take it on the chin? For us would 
they stand and fight the economic 
barons of greed and lust. 
Thank you, out there, for 
your fine contribution. Keep 
up the good work. 


No Quarter 

Down with the’ thieves, the 
bloodsuckers who fatten on the 
economine misery of old men, 
widows and unfortunate children. 
Up and at ’em, no quarter asked 
and no quarter given. Let us have 
Social Credit, national dividends, 
just price, twenty-five dollars 8 
month, just as weil be seventy- 
five a momth if... 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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(| Saw Mills, Boilers, Blacksmith- 


FEBRUARY 7, 1948 


BUSINESS 
- AND 
PROFESSIONAL 


DIRECTORY 
EDMONTON 


CONTRACTORS 


a EER R EEE AEG TE Senn 
DICCONSON & COMPANY 
Designers and Builders 
“All Types of Construction” 
PHONES 27855 - 34642 


“Luxury Homes for 7 
orking People”. 


Nu-West Homes 


Limited 
8103 - 114 Ave.—Phone 72158 
EDMONTON 


DRUGGISTS 


DISPENSARIES LTD. 
601 Tegler Bldg. 
PRESCRIPTIONS 


SAW REPAIRS 


TED MILNE 
30 Years Shop & Mill Experience 


FAST SERVICE - GUARANTEED 
WORK 


$563 102 Ave. Phone 29624 
Edmonton. 


& MACHINE SHOPS 


-| ACME MACHINE & FOUNDRY 
if COMPANY 


(Formerly the Drew Machine 
Shop and Foundry) 
10334 108th Street, Edmonton 


|| High Grade Machine Work, Gear 
= Cutting, 


Electric and Acetylene 
Welding; Castings — Gray Iron, 
Aluminum; Pump Jacks, 


ing. 
Special Machinery Made 
to Order 


FOR 
SEWING MACHINE 
REPAIRS 
CALL OR WRITE 
G. H.. COMRIE 


Utility Sales and Service 
10446 82 Ave., Edmonton, Ph. 31349 


FARM SUPPLIES 


EDMONTON SUPPLY CO. 
Ph. 21967. 10139 96 St. 
Farmers, 


truckers, gen- 
eral hardware 


Pumps pump 
jacks, pipe, pipe 
fittings, valves, 
feed. cookers, tank 
heaters, farm stock 
tanks, made to 
order, saw man- 
drels, belting, 
chain, wire rope, 
sawmill supplies, 
Gray Bonney 
tools, general 
hardware and 
plumbing sup- 
plies. 


and trucking 
supplies. 


OPTOMETRISTS 


5 Optometrist 


2m 303 Tegler Building 
Phones: Office 27463 Res. 26581 
* —————————sn—n—OO Ooo eee 


INSURANCE AGENTS 


KENN TORY 


Wainwright 


Alberta Government 


Life and Fire Insurance 


PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIOS 


ae 


“T think it’s disgusting that sonte 
Omediags shoald earn ftwiee as 
Uch as members of the Cnbinet.” 


“Oh, I don’t know. After all, tak- 


ng them as g whole, they are 
Unnier,"” 


PEOPLE’S WE 


EKLY 


ATTENTION LADIES! 


A NEW C.C.F. RADIO PROGRAM 


STATION CFRN—EDMONTON — TIME 3:30 to 3:35 P 
T : : : .M. 
EVERY WEDNESDAY-—COMMENCING FEBRUARY 11TH 
This program is being sponsored by the Provincial C.C.F. Wom- 
be financed 


1 ut As _ soon as sufficient funds are 
received it is planned to: extend this program to other stations. 


ARRANGE NOW 


en’s Committee and will 
throughout the Province. 


To listen yourself. 


to listen. 


Le 


THE FIRST SPEAKER 


MISS MARY R. CRAWFORD; 


President, Women’s Provincial: 


Committee. 


ON RADIO STATION CFRN.! 


- EDMONTON, 
‘ 
3:30 P.M. WEDNESDAY, 


FEBRUARY 11TH. 


* 


Support This 
New Froject 


Commonwealth Club 


To Hear J. E. Cook 


An open meeting of the Com- 


monwealth Club will be held at 
the home of Mrs. Jean King, 12103 
2 94th Street, Friday, February 13, 
x SEWING MACHINE REPAIRS at 8:15. The guest speaker “will he 
ae Mr. Ernie Cook, provincial presi- 
dent of the C.C.F., who will speak 
on the advantages of a C.C.F. gov- 
ernment and why we should vote 
for it. All ladies interested are 
cordially invited to come and bring 
any -friends who would like to 
know more about this subject. This 
is a very timely topic. 


Thos. Steele Heads 
Local T. & L. Body 


Thomas Steele was re-elected to 
the presidency of the Edmonton 
Trades and Labor Council for his 
third term at the annual meeting 
on Monday evening. Ald. Sydney 
Parsons is immediate past presi- 
dent. : 

Joe Cherrington was elected as 
vice-president and Herbert G. 
Turner as secretary. Percy Wil- 
liamson was named to the post of 
sergeant-at-arms and trustees are: 
Dave Erickson, Jack Flower and 
Dave Keir. 


C.C.F. RADIO TALKS 


Grande Prairie, CFGP, 
7:15 p.m. Wednesday. 


Edmonton, CJCA, 10:15 p.m. 


Saturday. 

Calgary, CFAC, 5:40 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Lethbridge, CJOC, 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday. 
Invite your friends and 


neighbors to listen in to these 
five-minute talks each week. 


One Call Does It All! 


& M/, PEs va 
Repaivs and Alterations 
Free Pick-up and Delivery. 
Try Page's Night Service 


Page The Cleaner 


9338 » 118 Ave. Phone 35138 
r =“ Fedmonton’s Leading * 
Cleaner ° 


Mail Orders Promptly 
° Attended To 


© phone your friends and neighbors and ask them 


To tell your friends and neighbors about this program. 
To have a listening group at your home. 


by women’s groups 


C. D. HOWE ADMITS 
DEPENDENCE ON US. 


OTTAWA (CPA) —Proof of 
Canada’s growing economic--de- 
pendence on the United States 
came from C. D. Howe, newly 
appointed Minister of Trade an 
Commerce, who told the Exec- 
utive of the Canadian Manufac- 
turers Association on Jan. 26: 


“We are now in the middle of 
the biggest investment boom ever 
experienced in this country. Last 
year we invested $2,300,000,000 
in buildings, machinery and cap- 
ital improvement. . . . But—this 
is the sour note in the symphony 
—this investment is involving un- 
precedented amounts of U.S. dol- 
lar imports. Almost every capital 
project in Canada has, directly 
or indirectly, a U.S. dollar content, 
. .. On the average, every dollar 
spent in construction and ma- 
chinery in Canada involves some 
30 cents in the U.S. exchange.’ ™ 


PROBE ASKS ABOUT 
SECRET AGREEMENT 


OTTAWA (CPA)—Have secret 
agreements been made by the Ca- 
nadian government which in effect 
reduce our imports from the 
United Kingdom? J. O. Probe 
(C.C.F., Regina) threw the ques- 
tion at the government benches on 
January 26, as he led off for his 
party in the resumed debate in 
the Abbott ‘austerity’ program. 
Mr. Probe claimed that discrim- 
ination against British imports 
was entirely unnecessary, and 
harmful to Canada’s best inter- 
ests, 

“Why did not the minister im- 


pose the most rigorous price con-| 
trols, and even rationing if neces- || 


sary, on the articles banned under 
the- import control plan?” Mr. 
Probe demanded. “Why work a 
hardship on the pocket books of 
the helpless consumer in order 


‘Ito fill the pocketbooks of the Ca- 


nadian risk-taking free-enterprise 


S| capitalists, so called? If the Min- 


ister of Finance thinks that he 
ean shame the economic vultuyes 
by whispering.‘Naughty, naughty’ 


‘after each successive price rise, 


he is an amateur in the business.” 
fe oe z 
“Could I try on that red, dress 
in the window?” asked the bright 
young thing. 


“There’s no need to do that,” |, 


the elderly saleskady answered, 
coldly; ‘we have several fitting- 


q | rooms.” 


By MARY R. 
President C.C.F. Women’s 


. HERE is more news from 
the constituencies this 
week. Mrs. C. BH. Ford of 

Stettler has taken over the Wom- 
en’s. work for the Stettler con- 
stituency. Mrs. Chris Tiegs of 
Brooks is organizing for Bow Val- 
le.-TSmpress. Mrs. Brown ‘Mac- 


‘|| Donald of Vulcan represents Lit- 


tle Bow. Claresholm constituency 
is in the hands of Mrs. Lyn Mosley, 
Claresholm. Mrs. F. J. Koch, Lo- 
mond has‘been appointed for Ta- 
ber, and Mrs. H. B. Mcleod, High 
River, is representative for Oko- 
toks-High River. 

Several conventions are booked 
for February, so we expect to be 
adding names to the Women’s Com- 
mittee for C.C.F. Action every 
week. 

Not Good Enough 


Over 40 per cent of the adults 
in Alberta are women, so 40 per 


(6) a) 


CRAWFORD, 


Provincial Committee 


cent of the people at every con- 
vention should be women. Now, 
we haven’t been measuring up to 
our full responsibility as citizens 
—partly because we are timid, 
partly because we are lazy, and 
largely because we have confid- 
ence in the ability and integrity 
of the C.C.F. men. But that isn’t 
good enough; we must pull our full 
weight in our own way. 


Appoint Representative 


‘So, come along C.C.F. women, _ 


get out to the convention or pub- 
lic meeting and get your repre- 
sentative appointed to the Con- 
stituency Board. Send in her name 
to your district representative on 
the Women’s Committee and to 
the Provincial office. She will be 
inducted promptly into the secrets 
of good, hard, exciting work to 
send the C.C.F. to Edmonton at 
the next election. 


Nominating Conventions 


Vegreville—Saturday, Feb. 14th at 2 p.m. National Hall, Mundare. 


Evening public meeting at 8 p.m. 


speaker. 


Elmer E. Roper, M.L.A., 


Cardston—Saturday, Feb. 14th at 2 p.m., Little Theatre, Cardston. 
A. J. E. Liesemer M.L.A. will attend. 


Willingdon—Saturday, Feb. 14th at 2 p.m., at Andrew. Evening pub- 


lic meeting 8:30 p.m. 


Olds—Monday, Feb. 23rd at 2 p.m., Parish Hall, Olds. J. E. Cook 


will attend. 


Edson—Saturday, Feb. 28th. Further details next issue. 
St. Albert—Wednesday, March 3rd at 2 p.m., Parish Hall, Morinville. 
Evening public meeting. Elmer E. Roper, M.L.A. 
Re-organization Convention 
St. Paul—Saturday, Feb. 21st at 2 p.m., Eastbourne Hall. J. E. Cook 


will attend. 


MODIFIED HANS 
IN SASKATCHEW 


REGINA, (CPA).—A modified 
Hansard, first of. its kind, will be 
set up this year by the Saskatche- 
wan legislature, Speaker Tom 
Johnston announced last. week. 
Speeches will be recorded by a 
permanent Dictaphone installation, 
and transcripts will be available 
the following day. 

The idea was tried experiment- 
ally last year, and proved satis- 
factory. A permanent installation 
is being completed which will in- 
clude a microphone on each pair 
ot desks in the chamber; it will 
also be possible to record impor- 
tant sessions held in the Executive 
Council chamber and the legisla- 
tive committee room, as well as 
two-way telephone conversations. | 

Portions of the proceedings will 
again be broadcast over two Sas- 


N.S. Principal Is 
C.C. F. Candidate 
Pictou By-Election 


HALIFAX.—The first nominat- 
ing convention in the Pictou prov- 
incial by-election campaign was 
that of the C.C.F. when .a large 
enthusiastic group of members 
and supporters filled the Credit 
Union Hall in Stellarton on the 
evening of January 12th. John 
Harris MacDonald, New Glasgow 
school principal, was chosen as the 
C.C.F. candidate. 


NY 


BUILDING 


katchewan radio stations, and this 
year the mircophones in the record- 
ing system will be used for that 
purpose. 


Save Rear Monev! 
ALL c24¢ 
STEELBEOS ¢ 
DOUBLE-DECKER 
| F2OS2VALUE 


— 


THIS SPRING 


Our Home Builders’ Universal Calendar will be of assistance 


¢o you. Ask for it, and at the 


same time get the folder “Our 


diome”, a handy aid in estimating costs and collecting useful 
information, Write, phone or call for these free aids in building 
Your Home. 


Call the Lumber Number—252386 


ARMITAGE - McBAIN LUMBER Co. Ltd. 


Jasper at 98rd St, 


oe 
asta 
4 
Fe 

Pee 
oe ie 

o Choy: 
Sea RS pele 

oe 

io bt SAE 
apes ty 
Sak 
Yee 
i Se 


se nae ik MMR chain ke Da: 


BENE Fender 


Broan cb vath es tet atl EE 


bier Ses Phat vag Leo baitoS. 7 MPLS abe. et on a ares 


An Interview with 


c= 


MARY E. SUTHERLAND 


Chief Woman Officer of the British 
Labor Party 


By DORIS FRENCH % 


ISS Mary E. Sutherland, 
with her rich Scotch 
voice, her warm sense 


of humor, and her im- 
pressive store of organizational 
“know-how”, made a strong im- 
pression on C.C.F. women in To- 
ronto and Ottawa last week-end 
when the distinguished Chief 
Woman Officer of the British La- 
bor Party attended numerous 
party gatherings in between pub- 
lic speaking engagements. 

Miss Sutherland had been in- 
vited to Canada for a few days, 
when it was learn- 
ed that she would 
be at Lake Suc- 
cess, N.Y., as the 
British delegate to 
the U.N. Status of 
Women  Commis- 
sion. Though Miss 
Sutherland began 
her association 
with women’s or- 
ganizations in 
1924 when she became Scottish 
Women's organizer for the Labor 
Party, she is not an avid feminist, 
and she pays due respect to wom- 
en's biggest job, the keeping of a 
home and the raising of children. 
She says that women, by the cir- 
cumstances of their lives, usually 
enter a public career at a later 
age than men, for women must 
wait until their children are grown. 
Yet even with this handicap, Miss 
Sutherland believes that some of 
the most responsible administra- 
tive posts in the country ~can be 
ably filled by women. She says: 

“I have knewn women who 
camé out to Labor mectings 
years ago when they were too 
shy to speak, and had to be 
coaxed to take a secretaryship 
in a local group, who now pre- 
side with dignity as mayors of 
some of our grent county coun- 
cils." 

She thought that municipal poli- 
tics was an excellent field for wom- 
en to enter, 


“Woman's Editor 
in addition to her work as Chief 
Woman Officer of the Labor Par- 
ty, director of the National. In- 
stitute of Houseworkers which 
trains and organizes domestic 
workers and seeretary of the 


$20,000,000 Order 
For BritainFrom 


U.S. For Tractors 

LONDON, England—A _ United 
Kingdom firm has received a $20 
million order for agricultural trac- 
tors for the U.S.A., the biggest 
single order yet recorded in Brit- 
ain's export drive. The first ship- 
ment was made this month and 
subsequent deliveries are _sched- 
uled at a weekly rate valued at 
$600,000 until the order is com- 
pleted. 
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Standing Joint Committee of 
Working Women’s Organizations 
which speaks for 2% million wom- 
en in co-operatives and trade uni- 
ons, Miss Sutherland is editor-in- 
chief of “Labor Woman”. ‘Labor 
Woman” ig read by thousands of 
British working-class families, 
and the editor related that recent- 
ly she had a request from a reader 
to institute a “Man’s Page” for 
the benefit of husbands of her 
subscribers. 
Organization Essential 

“The victory of ideas is organ- 
ization,” Miss Sutherland believes. 
She told C.C.F. members here of 
the all-out job the Labor party is 
doing to make itself and the coun- 
try familiar with every stage of 
the new government program. 

“Our party literature has been 
greatly improved,” she said. ‘“We 
don’t harrangue people any more. 
We give them straight, simple, di- 
rect exposition. We have come to 
the conclusion that there is no 
political or administrative fact so 
complex that it cannot be broken 
down into simple factors and told 
in a way that everyone can readily 
understand.” 

“The success of the Labor Gov- 
ernment and Labor Party is get- 
ting their program understood 
was well illustrated for me a day 
or so before I left London. I got 
on a bus in a seat behind two 
Cockney charwomen, coming from 
their work cleaning up the gov- 
ernment buildings. Their conver- 
sation started out like this: ‘I see 
the miners have took a bit more 
on this week’.’”’ 


$50 Million U.S. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


of monopoly in steel and iron ore 
held by the United States, then 
the minister cannot tell me that 
he is going to develop Canada as 
an industrial nation.” 

Given Away 

“After this bill was introduced 

in December the government of 
Canada allowed the dismantling 
of a steel plant at Sault Ste. Marie 
and the shipping of it over to the 
United States. The minister’s ex- 
cuse was that it was an uneconom- 
ic plant. I should like to point out 
to him that the government sub- 
sidized that organization to the 
exent of $26,000,000 and in addi- 
tion to that put up another $3,- 
000,000 in accelerated deprecia- 
tion. That was an investment of 
the taxpayers of Canada, and now 
it has been given away. 

“Is it reasonable to tell us 
that a plant which is uneconom- 
ic in Canada is going to be 
taken over to the United States 
and put into operation? Is it 
not just as reasonable to assume 
that we could put that plant 
into operation in Canada. I| 
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sources—but none 


this modern fuel is one 


| Natural Gas 


Alberta is blessed with a wealth of Natural Re- 


touch 


our daily lives so 


intimately as Gas. The matchless conveniences of | 


of, the important advan- 


tages which— 


Edmonton's 
Gas Company 
Edmonton 


“MAKES IY GREAT TO LIVE IN ALBERTA” 


The Canadian Western Natural - 
Gas, Light, Heat and Power Co. 
Ltd., Calgary 
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PEOPLE’S WEEKLY : 


PROFITS as percent of SALES: 


5 20miMiRts 22.6% 


‘| 


Cull 


PROFITS as percent of ADDED VALUE: 


“110% 


43178 million+, 
ADDED VALUE 


PROFITS as percent return on NET WORTH: 
Kit? 7 % of net worth = #50 Million 


j5. 


4$192 million-> 
NET WORTH 


of added yalae 


This much o& Armour’s tetal sales was puid 
out to farmers , railroads, 


etc. 
$ 1,184 million Sales 
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SEE? 
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THIS 1S HOW 2 
WE FIGURE IT 
OURSELVES 


reent..... 
$30 million clear profié, 


By publicizing profits as a perSri,‘of sales, big business seeks to fool the public into thinking profits 
are small. This chart from the December CIO Economic Outlook, using United States Armour & Co. 
as an example, shows two more accurate ways of measuring them. Note how the myth of “low-per- 


centage profit” is destroyed. 
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Just A Minute! 
By A. J. E. LIESEMER, M.L.A. 


The press, were it free from 
shackles, could be a powerful 
aid in humanity’s struggle for 
progress. But the press is “free” 
to those who provide its adver- 
tising income. P 

And the radio, that might by 
competition help maintain an 
unbiased press, is rapidly com- 
ing under the domination of the 
same great advertisers. 

The great consumer industries 
—food, tobacco, drugs, cosme- 
tics, soap, and soft drinks—gave 
the commercial networks of this 
‘continent 75% of their income; 
150 advertisers provided 95% of 
the income. . 

For one United States net- 
work, 2 advertisers supplied 
25% of its income and another 
8 supplied another 35%—10 
advertisers determined what 
millions of people should hear 
and believe as truth. 

And press and radio are 
rapidly passing under the same 
ownership. 

In the United States, one out 
of three radio broadcasting sta- 
tions is directly owned or in- 
directly controlled by news- 
papers; 110 American cities 
have just one newspaper and 
_just one radio station— both 
owned by the same person or 
company. 

In Canada 39 radio stations 
are owned by newspapers. 

In Alberta, 3 of Alberta’s 5 
daily newspapers are linked 
with 5 of Alberta’s 8 radio sta- 
tions. 

Industrial-and financial mo- 
nopoly determines what we shal] 
eat and wear and what we shall 
pay for it—and monopoly- 
dominated radio-press propa- 


ganda teaches us to suffer high 
prices and like it! 


But It Costs 


(Continued from Page 1) 


sized. ‘‘When you add to this 
the increases in the price cf 
bread, meat, fresh fruit and 
eggs, you get a staggering ar- 
gument in favor of the restora- 
tion of controls and subsidies.”’ 

“There are no cheap foods any 
more,” Mrs. Strum maintained. 
“It is impossible, to find cheaper 
substitutes for the best kinds of 
food. Even bread, the staple food 
of the poor, has become an expen- 
sive budget item.” 

Mrs. Strum urged that veterans’ 
allowances ought to be increased 
at once, before student veterans 
were compelled to give up their 
studies, ar 

“We ought to protect our in- 
vestment in these veterans,” Mrs. 


Strum said. “Tf government policy 


has caused their allowances to 
shrink, the government must come 
through to make up that shrink- 
age,” ° 


The Gathering of the Clan 


By A. M. NICHOLSON, M.P. 


a 


Place: A Saskatoon Hotel. 

Time: Early one Winter’s 

morning. 

First Seot (on the telephone): 
“Have you had your breakfast, 
Jim?” 

Second Scot: 
Sandy?” 

First Scot: “Yes. I wonder 
we could have _ breakfast 
gether.” 

Second Scot: ‘‘Well, I am not 
up yet but if you are inviting me 
to a free breakfast, it won’t take 
me long to get dressed.” . 

First Scot: “I’m afraid it will 
not be exactly a free breakfast 
as far as you are concerned.” 

Second Scot: “I will be down 
in a few minutes anyway.” 
Later at Breakfast: 

First Scot: ‘You were away to 
Regina when Peter Howe and I 
called to see you last fall. We 
were out, trying to secure ten 
people in the Kelvington district 
who would invest a hundred dol- 
lars each in the C.C.F. this year.” 

Second Scot: ‘‘Oh, I thought 
you called to see our new seed- 
cleaning equipment.” 

First Scot: ‘‘Well, we were 
anxious to see it. We had heard 
that it tad been working night and 
day for weeks cleaning your large 
crop of registered grain. After 
seeing those thousands of bags of 
seed piled out in the field waiting 
shipment, we were sorrier than 
ever that you were away.” 

Second Scot: ‘‘That’s too bad. 
I am on my way out to Victoria 
now. We will be away for a few 
weeks,” 

Enter Bob. 

First Scot: “I was just explain- 
ing to Jim that Peter Howe and I 
were up to your district last fall 
trying to get ten of our C.C.F. 
supporters to invest a hundred 
dollars each in the C.C.F. We 
found Kelvington’s _ registered 
seed growers in a very generous 
mood and managed to get eight in 
the district to contribute one hun- 
dred dollars each with a view to 
assuring the re-election of Tommy 
Douglas and the C.C.F. govern- 
ment.” 


bob: ‘Jim and I were in to Ré- 
gina then trying to sell some of 
our registered cattle. Our trip 
was badly timed as the removal 
of the price ceilings on coarse 
grains ruined the-sale. We had to 
bring nearly all our cattle home 
again.” ae, 

First Scot: “It is most import- 
ant that we elect a C.C.I*. govern- 
ment in Ottawa as soon as pos- 
sible so that this sort of betrayal 
could not happen again.” 

Second Scot: “I just mentioned 
that my wife, little girl and I are 
on our way to British Columbia 
for a bit of a holiday and we will 
be spending a good deal on the 
trip.” 


“Is that you 
if 
to- 


First Scot: ‘‘Your wife cer- 


tainly deserves the outing. She 
must have had a -dozen men for s 


dinner the day Petey. agg. called, 
Would you pref r to pay the 


hundred dollars when you come 


back from the coast?” - 

Second Scot: “Well, I guess I Fa 
have as much money now as I will 
have then, but I haven’t my check 
book with me.” 

Second Scot: “I always carry 
an extra supply and if you...” 

Second Scot: ‘I suppose if I 
can pay it now, I will save the @ 
postage on the letter.” “4 

Bob: “That means you have 
nine in the Kelvington district [Re 
who have backed the C.C.F. to the 
extent of one hundred dollars 
each this year.” 

First Scot: “That’s right.’ 

Bob: “Well, I have never be- 
grudged the money I have spent 
in trying to elect a government to 
look after my interests. I would 
like to be the tenth.’’ 

First Scot: “I am mighty proud 
to be working for you boys. I real- 
ize that most of you have been 
very successful farmers, but you Be 
realize that the only way you can 
be assured of permanent security 
is to have an economic set-up that 
gives everyone a square deal. In 
addition to putting your money 
in good land, high quality seed 
and equipment, you believe in in- 
vesting in electing a government 
that will serve you rather than | 
those who have exploited you 
throughout the years.” 

Second Scot: ‘‘Whoever heard 
of one Scot getting another Scot 
out of bed and canvassing for a 
hundred dollars before break- 
fast?” a: 

Bob: “The amazing thing about — 
itis the money has changed hands 
and everyone seems to be happy.” 

First Scot: ‘Thanks a hundred 
Jim. Thanks a hundred Bob.” 


Political Senility 
(Continued from Page 4) 


Tory Administration 

Twelve years later. .The. Im- 
perial Oil Company gets seven gal- 
lons of Leduc and Turner Valley 
oil. Albertans get one. ‘There will 
be no change in general policy” 
says Mr. Tanner. , 

Anyhow old age comes and is 
coming. ‘Decay’? may not be 
adequate. : 


Henny Youngman, New York 
wit, claims he was stopped .by # 
panhandler who asked him: 
“Brother, can you spare ten dol- 
lars till payday?” 

“When is pny-day?’ 
asked. 

“You ought to know,’ answered 
the bum. “Yowre the one that’s 
working.” 


Henny 


8 


PERSONAL STUFF 


many other millions in the thrall 
of insecurity and fear. People 
listened to the voice and heeded 
it. And because of the fiercencss 
of its assault against the ferces 
of special privilege which then 
as now reigned supreme in the 
economic life of the nation; be- 
cause the voice seemed to have a 
gemedy, a magic. formula’ which 


would turn the base. metal of |. 


yrecdy materialism into the shin- 
ing hoppiness of a golden age, the 
reople of Alberta survendered 
their destiny into the hands of 
She man with the vaice. 


% ¢ & 


The other night as § sat turn- 


ing the radio diai i heard the echo | 


of that voice. It too was using the 
phrase ‘Godless materialism’. But 
the target wos different. This 
time the voice was not raised 
against the ‘‘dog-cat-dog system” 
which had aroused the fierce clo- 
quence of that other voice. This 
time the voice had condemnation 
only for some obviously danger- 
ous people who were uttering sub- 
versive criticisms against tittiys 


as they are. In this case ‘“Codless 


materialism’ was not associated 
with the “Fifty Big Shots’’ of 
those other days, but with the men 
and women who still want to do 
away with economic dictatorship. 
The new warning was not against 
the system of the fifty big shots, 
but against those who challenge 
the control by a few of the 
destinies of the many. That other 
voice talked about breadlines and 
soup kitchens and gopher stew 
and gunnysack clothing as mani- 
festations of ‘‘Godless material- 
ism’. The new voice asks the peo- 
ple of Alberta to believe that the 
“Godless materialists’’ are those 
who still abhor a system which 
brocds booms and busts and pov- 
erty in the raidst of potential 
plenty. 
% a 

It is a matter of great satisfac- 
tion to me to go through the files 
of the People’s Weekly and the Al- 
berta Labor News which preceded 
it and find that there has been a 
clonr consistency in the message 
the columns of this paper have 
carricd:to ils readors week after 
week. The only discernible change 
has been one of decpening convic- 
tion, of greaier determination. 
From 1920 until the end of his 
carcor, the writings and specches 
of James Shaver Woodsworth 
were given to the readers of this 
paper. Te read thes: now is to 
marvel at thoir prophetic signific- 
ance, at their applicability to the 
prosent time. They shine with a 
radiance reflected from the great 
soul who had turned his back on 
the fleshpots of a materialistic 
age and was following the gleam 


| 


UN Palestine Commission Reports 


- t 


PEOPLE’S WEEKLY 


FEBRUARY 7, 1948 


The 5-man Palestine partition commission holds its first press conference at Lake Success. Members 
said the crucial question of employing force in the Holy Land to implement partition will be put 
to the Security Council in a special report next month. Left to right: Per Federspial, Denmark; Raul 
Diaz de Medina, Bolivia; Dr. Lisicky, Czechoslovakia; Vincente. J. Francisco, Philippines, and Dr. 
Eduardo Morgan, Panama. 


Price Enquiry Just], »- ® 


wf Gontiavedafrom Page 1) 
ment to go directly to the people 
and ask them in three by-elec- 
tions now pending, whether or 
not they want price control. 
“We in the C.C.F. are prepared 
to make price control the issue, 
stand or fall by it,” Mr. Coldwell 
said. ‘The Government is afraid 
to call these by-elections because 
they know that unless the situa- 
tion changes they will lose all 
three,” the C.C.F. leader declared. 
Bracken’s Amendment 
Those in the gallery felt how 
bad it was for Canada: thatthe 
C.C.F., presenting its. clear-cut 
policy in opposition to the Govern- 
ment, did not occupy at least the 
official opposition benches, They 
were hindered in their direct at- 
tack by the half-hearted interven- 
tion of the Tories, who by custom 
fet there first with an amend- 


ment. But even the usual run of 


Tory amendments were not as bad 
as this one. Bracken, wanted the 
committees to enquire into: 


(1) The effect of present Gov- 
ernment policies in lessening Ca- 


nadian agricultural production. 

(2) The advisability of continu- 
ing present contro!s on prices of 
farm products when there are no 
controls over farmers’ costs of 
production. (Mr. Coldwell sought 
clarification. Did Myr. Bracken 
mean he wanted to take controls 
off farm products or put controls 
on farm costs? Mr. Bracken 
answered: “There is nothing be- 
hind it more than you see.’’) 

(3) The advisability of revert- 
ing to payment of subsidies on 
essential commodities of consump- 
tion. Mr. Bracken said, “at the 
moment I am taking no position in 
that matter. We do not favor the 


of expectant and nursing mothers 


at the invitation of the C.C.F., and 


serve lunches, the entire program 
will be free of charge. 


Fatherly Reproach 


itor “eat awo-WAGE COMMITTEE 


resolution _ itself, 


uced by Prime Minister King 

with fatherly reproach to “greedy MEETS FEBRUARY 18 
people who hate to have meanness J 

Known’, does not even permit the) oma wWA-The- Canadian Con- 


committee to venture an opinion ; 
on the gteat public issue of rising |&™ess of Labor National Wage 


prices so it will merely “‘investi-|Committee will meet in’ Toronto 


gate facts” relating to: causes of] February 18th to review the 1948 
rising ‘cost of living; unjustified | wage outlook. 

price increases; rise in prices due 
to hoarding or profiteering. 


Compare British 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Top officials of the international 
and national unions comprising the 
C.C.L.’s membership of 360,000 will 
‘attend the Toronto conference. A 
number of the unions have already 
held conferences of their own mmem- 
mal adult’’—and remarked, ‘You | bership to consider their wage posi- 


can see we’re not starving,”’) gets|tion. In some, cases no definite 


one egg a week. 


demands h b fr 
Similarly the preferred classes ave been framed yet 


because of the constantly changing 


and children under five years of | PTice structure. As a result ex- 
age get a pint of milk a day at a|Ppectations are that prices as well 
special low -price. School children}]@S wages will form an important 
get free milk—1/3  pint—at/| part of the Toronto discussions. 
school. Normal adults get 2 pints 
a week. 
At U.N. Meeting ; 
Miss Sutherland is in Canada 


PHONE 25427 


THE GREGORY Co. 


has addressed meetings of the Auto Body and Fender Work. 


United Nations Committee on the 
Status of Women. 

A program is under way to build 
facilities for serving noon lun- 
ches to the children of Britain, 
Miss Sutherland said. 50% of the 
children are now able to obtain 
lunches at cost. As soon as 75% 
of the schools are in a position to 


“We Fix Them Like New” 
Oldest Established Shop in 


Edmonton 


A. P. GREGORY, Manager 
9625 102A Avenue 


While the cost of living in 
the United Kingdom has risen 
only 30% since 1939, wages 
have risen about 60%, Miss 
Sutherland said. Consequently 


S.C.---Monopoly’s | 


(Continued from’Page 2) 4 


fighting for a decent retirement 
allowance for teachers. With an 
election in view it looks as though 
Social Credit will give in to the 
C.C.F. again. But-everytime it igs 
only a little and years late. 
Christian Duty 
_ It is our Christian duty to take 


care of our old people adequately, § 
But the Social Credit Government ° 


|of Alberta won’t*ask the oil mono, 


poly for more than 1 barrel out of 

8 to help do it. It is democratic to 
give all the children of Alberta an 
equal chance at education, but the | 
Social Credit Government of Al- 
berta insists on letting the oil mo- 
nopoly have 7 barrels out of 8 
even if as a result there is not 
enough money to keep schools open. 

It is good business to provide good 
market roads and school roads, but 
the Social Credit government won't FE 
find the money for that if it means 
keeping more of the people’s wealth, Ee 
for the people and less for the 
monopolies. : ? 


The C.C.F. way is the Christian, 
the Yemocratic, the business-like 
way. Every day that the Social 
Credit government remains in of- — 
fice the oil monopoly gets richer 
and the wealth’ we could have for 
hospitals and roads and education 
is going—and going forever. Let’s FE 
make haste to get rid of this mo- 
nopoly enterprise government. 


Let Our Cake Baking Special- 


ists Take Your Order For | F 
Wedding Cakes _ 


Zs 


Each Cake Is a Masterpiece 
In Baking Perfection 


Phone 74115 


DAINTY CAKE BAKERY 


11368-95th Street 
EDMONTON 
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Ship Your Eggs To 


many people are living better 
than ever before. 

“The housewives of Britain ap- 
preciate what the Labor Govern- 
ment has done .to prevent high 
prices, which would put many 
foods beyond their reach,’’ Miss 
Sutherland said. ‘In New York 


of a new way of life. That the 
followers of James Woodsworth 
should be called ‘Godless ma- 
terinlists’’ is surcly the last word 
in vicious  misrepresentation. 
Woodsworth went to jail once for 
contrasting God’s plan for a new 
social order with the Godless ma- 


widespread use of subsidies’. 
Means Exactly Nothing 
That was the Tory amendment: 
Typical sweeping denunciation of 
Government policies; a clause 
which means either of two op- 
posite things; a clause which its 
mover qualified at once by say- 


Alberta Poultry Producers Ltd. 


terialism of a system that bred 
povorty and degradation in the 
midst of the plenty which. a bene- 
ficent providence had provided 
for mankind. The defenders of 
the system which Woodsworth con- 
demned are guilty of something 
close to blasphemy when they be- 
samirch his name with the vicious 
epithets they hurt at those who 


ing he didn’t believe in what he 


advocated. 


The C.C.F. sub-amendment tried 
to wipe out Tory ambiguity with 
a demand for action on: ‘Measures 
to stem the rising cost of living, 
such as restoration of price con- 
trols and subsidies, examination 
of these matters to be the ecom- 


last week-end I visited several 
friends, most of them professional 
people, and none of them used 
butter on their tables. They felt 
they couldn’t afford it at $1.05 a 
pound. That is what happens when 
a country insists that there is 
something divine about ‘letting 
prices seek their natural level.’ || 

“¥ cantend that there is nothing 


A Farmer-owned Co-operative 


Full market value paid at time of delivery. : 


Final payments once a year. 


mittee’s first order of business and 
report thereon presented to the 
: Sa ae ae a, a, louse not later than three weeks 
Pat (out duck-huntingy: “Don't from first meéting so that meas- 
i sheot Mike. The gun’s not loaded.” | ures to control prices of com- 

Mike: “I've got to. The duck |modities entering farmers’ costs” 
won't wait.” could be introduced. 


more ‘natural’ about their inflated || 
prices than our controlled ones. Et |] 
is within human controt to plan 
prices to. suit your social ebjec- |i 
tives.’” 
Better Infante Care 

Miss Sutherland cited improve- |’ 
ment in maternal and infant mor- 
tality rates as proof that the health 
standards of the: British people 
are higher as a xesult of the La- 
bor Government’s program. 

Maternal fatality was 3.1 per 
1000 in 13939; im 1946 it had 
dropped to 1.6.: 

In the same period infant mor- 
tality dropped from 60.46 per 
1000 live birth to 43. 
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